
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

  We Gather to Worship God 
 

PRELUDE  “A Rejoicing” — Jacob B. Weber Mark Cole, organ 

 

WELCOME  Doug Gerdts and Nikki Passante 

 

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT 

 

OPENING SENTENCES (from Psalm 70:4)  Peter Leibensperger 

One: Rejoice and be glad!  

All:  For God is our salvation. 

One: Rejoice and be glad! 

All:  For God is great. 

 

MUSIC Meditation ON MY LORD! WHAT A MORNING (page 8 below)  

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

One: Our hope is built on nothing less 

than Jesus and his righteousness. 

Trusting in the mercy of God, 

let us confess our sin 

that we might find forgiveness 

and new life in Christ. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: Holy and gracious God, 

you are all light and wonder and glory. 

You are our strength and our delight; 

you give us all we need to live. 

Yet we are distracted by all that glitters, 

continually grasping for more. 

Rather than trust in your provision, 

we chase after our own happiness. 

Forgive us, Lord, and turn us back to you. 

Overwhelm us with your goodness 

and cover us with grace, 

for we know that you are the source of life, 

the fount of all that is good. 

In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen. 

 

Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost 
November 8, 2020 at 10:00 

First Presbyterian Church 
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TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 

 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: Hear the good news: 

Nothing in life or in death 

can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and set free to begin life anew.  Amen! 

 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

One: Holy Spirit, faithful teacher, come to your people, 

that in all the words of the Holy Scriptures 

your power will fill us with thanksgiving. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 

Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, 

and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the people, 

“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and 

Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. Then I took your father Abraham from beyond 

the River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring many. I gave him Isaac; “Now 

therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your 

ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord.  

Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 

ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; 

but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that 

we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our 

ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. 

He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and 

the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will 

serve the Lord, for he is our God.” But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a 

holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the Lord 

and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after having done you good.” 

And the people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the Lord!” Then Joshua said to the people, “You are 

witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve him.” And they said, “We are 

witnesses.” He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your hearts to the 

Lord, the God of Israel.” The people said to Joshua, “The Lord our God we will serve, and him we will 

obey.” So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at 

Shechem.  
 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 
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CHILDREN’S GREETING    
 

ANTHEM   “God is Here Today” — Tom Trenney  

  Carol Choir, Cherub Choir, Chapel Choir, Thomas Sherrerd Choir, and Chancel Choir 

  Peter Leibensperger, video 

 

SERMON  “Choose This Day!” Dr. Gerdts 

 

We Respond in Faith  
 

MUSIC Meditation on KINGSFOLD (“Today We Are All Called to Be Disciples”) (page 9 below) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE Voluntary on HANOVER—Franklin D. Ashdown  Mark Cole, organ 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN HADDONFIELD ONLINE! God is present wherever 

people gather—even virtually. Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information 

or to talk to a pastor. Contact information for pastors and staff is below. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR KIDS PRE-K – EIGHTH GRADE: Each week age-appropriate lessons and 

activities are emailed out. To register your child, please fill out this form. Past lessons can be viewed on the 

Children’s Ministry page of the http://www.haddonfieldpres.orgwebsite. 

 

MUSIC NOTES FOR NOVEMBER 8: 
 

Prelude – “A Rejoicing,” Jacob B. Weber  

Jacob Weber (b. 1988) resides in St. Louis, Mo. As a composer, he is often sought after for commissions. 

He is also sought after as a clinician for workshops and conferences, and as a recitalist. His growing 

catalog of compositions for organ, choir, instrumentalists, and handbell ensembles are available through 

numerous publishers. 
 

Meditation on MY LORD WHAT A MORNING 

This hymn draws on apocalyptic imagery, and interestingly, both “Morning” and Mourning” are used in 

the title of this hymn in various hymnals. The accepted spelling of these homonyms in most hymnals today 

is “morning.” A case can be made either way however. Matthew 24:29-31, an apparent scriptural source for 

the spiritual, offers a defense for “mourning”: “Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun 

be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of 

the heavens shall be shaken: And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all 

the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with 

power and great glory. And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather 

together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.”  
 

 

 

 

———   ♦♦♦   ——— 

https://forms.gle/F9pRSFygbLJgrSYa6
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
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Anthem— “God is Here Today,” by Tom Trenney 

This morning you will hear a beautiful anthem by one of the most talented, wise, and mindful church 

musicians I’ve had the pleasure of meeting. I had the pleasure of singing in Tom Trenney’s choir at 

Montreat, NC, and I have never been so impressed as I was watching him lead rehearsal in a calm, 

thoughtful way that put everyone at ease. The piece you’ll hear today comes straight from Trenney, and it 

reminds me of how it felt to sing under him. The message is simple and clear, the music does not overreach, 

and the counterpoint is lovely. We hope you enjoy hearing our Carol Choir, Cherub Choir, Chapel Choir, 

Thomas Sherrerd Choir, and Chancel Choir perform this piece. 
 

Meditation on KINGSFOLD 

Thought by some scholars to date back to the Middle Ages, KINGSFOLD is a folk tune set to a variety of texts 

in England and Ireland. The tune was published in English Country Songs in 1893. After having heard the 

tune in Kingsfold, Sussex, England (thus its name), Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872–1958) introduced it as a 

hymn tune in The English Hymnal (1906) as a setting for Horatius Bonar’s “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say.”  

From there, it gained in popularity and is now sung around the world. 
 

Postlude – Voluntary on HANOVER, Franklin D. Ashdown 

William Croft (1678–1727) was a boy chorister in the Chapel Royal in London and then organist at St. 

Anne’s Soho. Later he became organist, composer, and master of the children of the Chapel Royal, and 

eventually organist at Westminster Abbey. HANOVER was printed anonymously, but William Croft is 

generally credited with its composition. The name derives from the House of  Hanover, the family of King 

George III. Franklin D. Ashdown (b. 1942) is a composer and medical doctor, who has pursued dual 

careers for the past three decades. Ashdown is a widely-published composer of organ and choral music. 

 

STEWARDSHIP SEASON “RUN WITH PERSEVERANCE” — In these challenging times, it is more 

important than ever to be connected to our church family. As part of the 2021 Stewardship Campaign, you 

will be hearing messages from members addressing these questions: 

• What does FPC Haddonfield mean to you? 

• How have you stay connected to the church during the pandemic? 

• What compels you to support the church financially with an annual gift? 

Here is how Carol Carty answered the questions: 

First Presbyterian Church in Haddonfield is so much more than a beautiful building to me. It’s the 

pastors and members of the congregation who are continuing to guide me on my faith journey who are so 

important. They are the ones I turn to in times of happiness or sorrow. During these uncertain times and 

lack of in-person contacts, I have felt very connected to the church because of the various study groups 

that meet during the week and our services on Sunday morning. It has been a wonderful way to form new 

connections with members of the congregation and to our new pastors. Having served as an Elder and a 

Deacon, I realize the importance to pledge an annual gift. By pledging, I believe it affords opportunities 

for the various committees to form realistic budgets and therefore, to use our treasures wisely.  

As part of the campaign, we would like to include your message in this space. If you feel comfortable sharing 

your thoughts, please reach out with your message. Send to Anne Vial at avial@haddonfieldpres.org.  

 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS TODAY, NOVEMBER 8 - First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield will be 

hosting fall New Member's classes via Zoom on Sunday, November 8th, and Sunday, November 15th. 

Start time for both meetings is 1:00 and they will last for approximately one hour. If you are interested in 

joining, or simply learning more about membership, this time is for you. We will have the opportunity to make 

new friends, share more about First Presby’s mission in the church and the world, and learn more about what 

makes Presbyterians unique. Please contact Pastor Nikki to RSVP, for more information, or with any 

questions. Zoom link. 

mailto:avial@haddonfieldpres.org
mailto:npassante@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8997789692?pwd=S0ZjQ1VyWEp2NWhYbkF5Yjl2azhtUT09
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YOUTH GROUP MEETS TONIGHT – Flashlight tag was rained out last week, but we’ll try again 

tonight, Nov. 8 at 5 p.m. Please wear a mask. Temperatures will be taken. For information, please reach out 

to Gab Heimerling at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 

 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING AND FOOD DONATION continue in the church driveway each week 

from 11 – 12 on Sunday mornings. Greet properly masked and socially distanced pastors and elders when you 

pull through to the office-side door. (For online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 

 

MATTHEW 25—CONVERSATION ON RACE – Sunday morning discussions continue from 9-9:45 a.m. 

on Zoom at this link. Each week’s resources are linked in the weekly email newsletter and on the Adult 

Education page of the website. November 8th’s class discussed John Biewen’s interview with Krista Tippett, 

available here: https://onbeing.org/programs/john-biewen-the-long-view-i-on-being-white/ Questions? Email 

Becky Bryan, rebeccabryan@me.com. Hope you can join us!  

 

FAMILY PANDEMIC GROUP AND PASTOR NIKKI’S ZOOM BIBLE STUDY: 

• The Family Pandemic Group will conclude its study on the Gifts of Imperfection on November 18th  

• Nikki’s Thursday Evening Bible Study will conclude for Thanksgiving & Advent on November 19th. 

Advent is a time of waiting and preparation, and our goal is to honor these spiritual practices, especially 

during a time where we may need to prepare to shelter at home. To these ends, you are invited to participate in 

a special ADVENT WORKSHOP ON RESILIENCE. On Monday, December 7, 2020 from 7-9pm, join a 
multi-church Zoom led by Becky Bryan on ways to understand and cope with the challenges of stress. 
See the flyer and sign-up information here. 
 

NIKKI’S BIBLE STUDY is exploring Revelation on Thursdays at 6:30. The primary book Pastor Nikki 

will be basing the study on is Craig Koester’s, Revelation and the End of All Things. Zoom link.  

 

PORCH BIBLE STUDY – The Porch Study will meet next on November 11. If you would like to participate, 

please email Rebecca in the church office or Deb Nussbaum at debranussbaum1987@gmail.com and Kristin 

Carberry will add your address to our Zoom mailing list.   

 

JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. Doug hosts an 

informal conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The 

format is simple: Doug will present for about 20 minutes and then open things up to questions, reflections, 

responses, and general wonderings about the text. The text for Tuesday, November 10 is Judges 4:1-7. 

Here’s the Zoom link.  

 

COURTYARD CONVERSATIONS – TWO TUESDAYS LEFT! Book your 30-minute time slot to meet 

with Nikki and Doug outside the church, under a canopy, for a spot of conversation and perhaps prayer (in 

jackets and gloves if necessary). Call Rebecca at the church number (856) 429-1960 or email her at 

rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org. Tuesdays from 9 to 11 through November 17. 

 

A SERIES OF 3 WORKSHOPS FOR AN UNPRECEDENTED ADVENT – How do we prepare for 

the Light to enter the world in 2020? Join these Zoom workshops from 6:30-7:30 p.m. on three Mondays in 

December. Wednesday, December 2, Naming What We Carry; Wednesday, December 9, Sensing the 

Divine Spark in Each of Us; Wednesday, December 16, The Power of Gratitude. Click here for details. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84148513915
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/adult-education
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/adult-education
https://onbeing.org/programs/john-biewen-the-long-view-i-on-being-white/
mailto:rebeccabryan@me.com
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/Join%20Us%20for%20an%20Advent%20Workshop_2020.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87502910885
mailto:debranussbaum1987@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86488551987
mailto:rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/FAITHNETWORK_UserFileStore/filecabinet/ministries/c345c60a-46dd-4b8f-ac5e-eabdddc34d19/FPCH%20Advent%202020%20av-rb.pdf
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THE DEACONS NEED YOUR SUPPORT! The Deacons would like to extend their thanks to the 

congregation for their continued support over time by lending a hand and providing your offerings to them. 

Due to the health pandemic, families and the community are in need now more than ever! We ask that you 

continue to support our efforts as First Presbyterian Deacons so that we can aid the following faith-based 

organizations within our church community especially during COVID-19: AIDS ministry, Caring Hearts; 

Interfaith Care Givers, UrbanPromise, Feed My Starving Children, IHOC, Women’s Prison Ministry, St. 

Wilfrid’s, Guatemala Milk Project, Mission Trips, as well as Deacon’s Scholarships and Loans. Your 

contributions help us meet the needs of these deserving organizations, and that is why we ask for your 

assistance. Thank you and we greatly appreciate all of your help. Stay safe and healthy! 

 
THANKSGIVING TURKEYS! 

Question # 1: Is there still going to be a Turkey collection?  Answer:  

Yes! we will be collecting turkeys this year! We will be in the parking lot 

Sunday, November 22, 9:00 a.m. until noon. New this year, we will have 

a second drop off Saturday, November 21 from 3-4 p.m. Cash 

donations can be made online on Realm; a special tab will be set up 

exclusively for this! Also new this year, for those who want to drop off 

turkeys early, you can drop them off at Margot Dark’s house: 127 Linden 

Ave. Haddonfield the week leading up to Thanksgiving. (I am just around 

the corner from the church—my house is wheat with purple trim and is 

located near where Truman intersects  Linden. The number is above the 

door.) I will put a cooler on my porch for the birds. We will also be doing a second drop off on Saturday, 

November 21, between 3-4 p.m. – and if that is not enough we will leave our trailer parked in the church 

parking lot starting around noon on Saturday so you can also just drop the bird in there yourself.  here may also 

be limited times to drop off at church yourself leading up to Thanksgiving, and I am still working on that. 

Question # 2:  where do you (meaning the Dark family) take those birds?  Answer: Your Food Shelf in 

Camden.  We will bring them there. You do not have to! 

Question # 3: Where? What is that? Answer: Since 1980, Your Food Shelf has been helping residents of 

Camden and the surrounding area avoid hunger. Each year, Your Food Shelf provides emergency food, clothing 

& household items to 1,500 seniors, families and children in need. Each food bag distributed provides a typical 

family of four with three meals a day for three days. In the summer months, our Farmer’s Market offers free, 

fresh produce to the seniors and families we serve to ensure they have access to healthy foods.  

Question #4: Feeling pandemic fatigue and want to know how to feel better? Answer: Donate a turkey.  

Studies have shown helping others make you feel better 

Question # 5: What do these numbers mean?  2002 06 6074 1882 24?  Answer: The Dark family took over the 

turkey collection in 2002 when Drew was just 6 years old, and some of those birds where as big as him, since 

then we have collected over $6074 in cash and 1882 birds, Drew is now 24 years old. 

Any other questions?  Please call Margot @ 609-238-0694.   

 

ST WILFRID’S – Current needs: Socks, Socks, Socks! (Please donate NEW socks that we can label as 

men’s, women’s boys’ and girls’), peanut butter, tuna, pasta, sauce, and diapers are still needed, plastic 

grocery bags from Shoprite or Wegman’s, paper grocery bags to line the plastic bags, and newspaper bags 

for hygiene products. We are also collecting sweatshirts and winter jackets, coats, hats, and mittens for kids 

and adults, AND blankets. These may be dropped off after church in the drive through on Sundays or 

during the week, in the bin behind Grace Episcopal Church. Several in our church family are currently 

making 140 -160 PBJ sandwiches which are collected on Thursdays. These sandwiches bring such big 

smiles from our clients... There is always a need for more....If anyone or any families would like to join the 

group, please call Jill Mascena at 856-428-7342. 

 

 

https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/-/give/now
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EQUAL EXCHANGE PRODUCTS FOR CHRISTMAS – The Presbyterian Women will continue 

selling some Equal Exchange products for Christmas giving. We will be ordering olive oil, chocolate candy 

bars and hot cocoa mix. Why not make up a “Christmas bag” for friends and relatives, with these goodies.  

The sale of these products helps to support the fair trade small co-operative farmers from various countries.   

If you are interested, please notify Bonnie Manskopf, via email, bonniemanskopf@yahoo.com, no later than 

December 1st. Hot Cocoa Mix is $5.50, Extra Virgin Olive Oil, from the West Bank of Palestine, is $12.50, 

Candy Bars (organic) are $3.00 each—Flavors: Caramel Crunch, Orange, Mint Crunch, Almond 

Thank you for your consideration! 

 

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN AND CHRISTMAS – It’s time to start your holiday shopping.  

This year, why not shop from the comfort of your home and support Feed My Starving Children at the 

same time? Lynch Creek Farms, located in Washington State, offers organizations like Haddonfield’s “It 

Take A Village,” FMSC Mobile Pack the opportunity to earn 15% on all sales of their beautiful holiday 

wreaths and centerpieces. Most of their products cost approximately $45-$75, which includes shipping.  

Just make certain when ordering that you use the campaign #246058 to be certain that FMSC gets credit.  

Orders can be made up until Dec. 15th. Here’s how it works: Online orders may be made by going to 

www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/c/246058. Just make your selection and provide the information required.  

Please note that the date you are asked to provide will be the approximate shipping date-not the arrival date 

of the item. You can also order by phone at (888) 426-0781 if you would prefer. 

 

NEXT WEEK’S SCRITURE PASSAGE: Judges 4:1-7 

The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, after Ehud died. So the Lord sold them into the 

hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in 

Harosheth-ha-goiim. Then the Israelites cried out to the Lord for help; for he had nine hundred chariots of iron, 

and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly twenty years. At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, 

was judging Israel. She used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of 

Ephraim; and the Israelites came up to her for judgment. She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from 

Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, “The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you, ‘Go, take position at Mount 

Tabor, bringing ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. I will draw out Sisera, the 

general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his troops; and I will give him 

into your hand.’”  

 
 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Mark Cole, Organist – mcole@haddonfieldpres.org 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Mike Richardson, Custodian 

Mark Hall, Security 

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 

mailto:bonniemanskopf@yahoo.com
http://www.lynchcreekfundraising.com/c/246058
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
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